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Via Electronic Mail 
 

June 7, 2024 
 
Tyler R. Johnson, Chief Engineer 
Environmental Services 
Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company 
P.O. Box 10 
Bayard, NM 88023 
 
 
RE: Conditional Approval of  Updated Work Plan   

FMI Pinos Altos – Cyprus Deming Tailing Impoundment,                                                           
MMD Permit No. LU008RE, Luna County, NM   

 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
The Mining and Minerals Division(MMD) has reviewed the 2024 Proposed Maintenance Work 
Plan submitted on May 31, 2024 plus supplmemental work plan information provided on June 6, 
2024 (2024 Updated Work Plan) by Freeport-McMoRan Chino Mines Company (FMI Chino).   
FMI Chino’s 2024 Updated Work Plan is in response to MMD’s February 29, 2024 letter 
requesting a work plan proposal for establishment of vegetation in area on the top surface of the 
former Cyprus Deming Tailing Imppoundment in Luna County, NM under MMD permit No. 
LU008RE.   MMD requested additional information on May 31, 2024, and FMI Chino provided 
the 2024 Updated Work Plan a few days later.    The plan proposes to place 6 to12 inches of gila 
conglomerate sourced from existing FMI Chino borrow areas near Hurley, NM and re-seed 
approximately 2 acres of the tailing impoundment, where vegetation is poorly established or 
absent. 
 
After review of the 2024 Updated Work Plan, MMD hereby approves the plan with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. FMI Chino must revise the 1999 approved seed mix as shown in Attachment A by 
eliminating showy evening primrose, and sunflower, and resetting the seeding rate to 
below 100 seeds per square foot.  Additional native plant species may be substituted or 
added, depending the seed availability.  For example, adding galleta/tobosa grass or other 
grasses, forbs and shrubs listed in Attachment B seed mix for an adjacent Deming site. 
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2. FMI must notify MMD and the New Mexico Environment Department Mining 

Environmental Compliance staff in Silver City via email with brief weekly updates 
beginning with the start of implementation of the work plan. 
 

3. Withing 90 days after completion of the seeding and mulching, FMI must provide MMD 
an as-built figure(s) andconstruction completion summary report that details activities, 
such as the following: equipment used, actual quantities of gila conglomerate hauled, 
map of area(s) where gila conglomerate placed, whether rills/erosion features were filled,  
photographs of the construction, final seed list with seeding rate, quantity of mulch, 
seeding method and reclamation of access roads or staging areas. 
 

MMD will likely schedule a site inspection during implementation of the 2024 Updated Work 
Plan or shortly after the seeding is complete. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this letter, please call 505-490-0726. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin Myers 
Hydrologist, Permit Lead MMD No. LU008RE  
Mining Act Reclamation Program/MMD 
 
 
 
cc:   Sherry Burt-Kested, Manager FMI Chino 

Christian Krueger, Environmental Services, FMI Chino 
  Libia Gonzalez, Senior Reclamation Engineer, FMI 
  Matt Gutierrez, Reclamation and Closure Specialist, FMI Chino 
  Lynn Lande, Chief Environmental Engineer, FMI Discontinued Operations 

DJ Ennis, Program Manager, MARP/MMD  
  Joe Fox, Program Manager, MECS/NMED 

Anne Maurer, Mining Act Team Leader, NMED  
 Sean Madden, Water Resources Specialist, NMED 
  
 
 



DEMING TAILI~ G SEED MIX AND RATES 

Species Common ame lbs/ac a 

Gra se 
Bouteloua gra ili Hachita) Blu . grarna 2.0 
Bouteloua curtipendula (Vaughn) Sid oat gra1na 4.0 
Eragro ti intermedia Plain lo gra 1.0 
Sporobolu . ryptandru Sand drop d 0.5 
Shrubs 
Pro Opl jul(flora quit 1.0 
Atriple cane cen Four\ving altbu h 6.0 
Forb 
Oe.nothera pe 10 a Showy V ning prirnro 0.5 
phearalcea ilnbi~ua D .rt glob rnallow 0.25 

Helianthu annuu Sunflow r 1.0 
Total 16.25 

a Rate is in pounds of pure live seed (PLS per acre ]b/ac • substitutfon may change seed'ng rates 
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1999 seed mix would have over 130 seeds per  square foot.  Recommend adjustments to approximately 40-60 seeds per square foot.  Substitutions and additions may be made using Attachment B depending on seed availability.
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Attachment A - Modified from 6/6/2024 submittal by FMI 
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