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Black Spring Humate Mine Expansion Project

Applicant. Menefee Mining Corporation
Preparing Office: Farmington Field Office

6251 College Boulevard, Suite A
Farmington, New Mexico 87402
Phone: (505) 564-7600

Decision

I have decided to select the Proposed Action for the Menefee Mining Corporation Black Spring Humate
Mine Expansion Project. | have concluded that Environmental Assessment (EA) DOI-BLM-NM-F010-
2023-0068-EA analyzed the impacts on the human environment in sufficient detail to allow me to make
an informed decision for these projects. I have selected the Proposed Action because it would allow
Menefee access to federally managed salable mineral materials on land administered by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) Farmington Field Office (FFQ), while remaining in conformance with
applicable resource management plans (RMPs), statutes, and regulations and minimizing adverse effects
to resources and resource uses.

Plan Conformance aﬁd Consistency

The Proposed Action and alternatives have been reviewed and found to be in conformance with one or
more of the following BLM Land Use Plans and the associated decision(s):

Plan: 2003 BLM-FFO Resource Management Plan (RMP).
Date: December 2003

Conformance Review: BLM 2003



Specifically, the Proposed Action is in conformance with the following objectives:

“It is the policy of the BLM to make mineral resources available for disposal and to
encourage development of mineral resources to meet national, regional, and local needs,
consistent with national objectives of an adequate supply of minerals at reasonable
market prices. At the same time, the BLM strives to ensure that mineral development is
carried out in a manner that minimizes environmental damage and provides for
rehabilitation of affected lands " (BLM 2003).

Alternatives Considered

The EA considered two altematives: the Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative. Detailed
descriptions of each alternative are provided in the EA. No other reasonable action altermative was
substantially different in design or effects from the Proposed Action for this project. Therefore, no other
alternative was considered or analyzed.

Public Involvement

The BLM FFQ initiated external scoping for the proposed project by posting the Proposed Action on the
BLM National NEPA Register ePlanning website (https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-
ui/project/2033534/510) (BLM 2024) for public review beginning July 11, 2024. This listing included a
description of the Proposed Action and a description of the proposed project location.

The EA, DR, and FONSI documents will be posted in the Farmington Field Office Public Room and to the
FFO e-planning website once the Authorized Officer has rendered a final decision.

Administrative Remedies and Appeals

Under regulations addressed in 43 CFR 3165.3, any adversely affected party that contests a decision of the
Authorized Officer may request an administrative review, before the State Director, either with or without
oral presentation. Such a request, including all supporting documentation, shall be filed in writing with the
BLM New Mexico State Office at 301 Dinosaur Trail, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87508, within 20 business
days of the date such decision was received or considered to have been received. Upon request and showing
of good cause, an extension may be granted by the State Director. Such review shall include all factors or
circumstances relevant to the particular case.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 C.F.R., Part 4, as summarized in Form 1842-1 {copy

attached). . //_\
Aw/ 12./10/2+

Date

Maureen Joe
Field Manager
Farmington Field Office



Form 1842-1
{September 2020)

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION ON TAKING APPEALS TO THE INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPEALS

DO NOT APPEAL UNLESS
1. This decision is adverse to you,
AND

2. You believe it is incorrect

I[F YOU APPEAL, THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES MUST BE FOLLOWED

1. NOTICE OF
APPEAL...cvicisiseisissssiinns

A person who wishes to appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals must file in the office of the officer who
made the decision (not the Interior Board of Land Appeals) a notice that thev wish to appeal. A person served
with the decision being appealed must transmit the Notice of Appeal in time for it to be filed in the office where it is
required to be filed within 30 days afier the date of service. If a decision is published in the FEDERAL REGISTER, a
person not served with the decision must transmit a Notice of Appeal in time for it to be filed within 30 days after the
date of publication (43 CFR 4.41 [ and 4.413).

2. WHERE TO FILE
NOTICEQOFAPPEAL.........

WITH COPY TO
SOLICITOR... ..o

3. STATEMENT OF REASONS

WITH COPY TO
SOLICITOR.........covvvcrr

Within 30 days afler filing the Notice of Appeal, file a complete statement of the reasons why you are appealing.
This must be filed with the United States Department of the Interior, Office of Hearings and Appeals, Interior
Board of Land Appeals, 801 N. Quincy Street, MS 300-QC, Arlington, Virginia 22203 [f you fully stated your
reasons for appealing when filing the Notice af Appeal. no additional statement 1s necessary

(43 CFR 4.412 and 4.413).

4.SERVICE OF DOCUMENTS

A party that files any document under 43 CFR Subpart 4, must serve a copy of it concurrently on the appropriate
official of the Office of the Solicitor under 43 CFR 4.413(c) and 4.413(d). For a notice of appeal and statement of
reasons, a copy must be served on each person named in the decision under appeal and for all other documents, a
copy must be served on each party to the appeal (including intervenors). Service on a person or party known to be
represented by counsel or other designated representative must be made on the representative. Service must be
made at the last address of record of the person or party (if unrepresented) or the representative, unless the person,
party or representative has notified the serving party of a subsequent change of address.

5. METHOD OF SERVICE....

If the document being served 1s a notice of appeal, service may be made by (a) Personal delivery; (b) Registered

or certified mail, return receipt requested; (¢) Delivery service, delivery receipt requested, if the last address of
record is not a post office box; or (d) Electronic means such as electronic mail or facsimile, if the person to be
served has previously consented to that means in wnting. All other documents may be served by (a) Personal
delivery; (b) Mail; {c) Delivery service, il the last address of record is not a post office box; or {d) Electronic means,
such as electronic mail or facsimile, if the person to be served has previously consented to that means in writing.

6. REQUESTFORSTAY..ocnn

Except where program-specific regutations place this decizion in full force and effect or provide for an automatic stay,
the decision becomnes effective upon the expiration of the time allowed for filing an appeal unless

a petition for a stay is timely filed together with a Netice of Appeal (43 CFR 4 21) Ifyou wish to file a petition for a
stay of the effectiveness of thus decision during the time that your appeal 1s being reviewed by the Interior Board of
Land Appeals, the petition for a stay must accompany your Notice of Appeal (43 CFR 4 21 or 43 CFR 2801 10 or 43
CFR 2881.10) A petition for a stay 15 required to show sufficient justification based on the standards listed below
Copies of the Notice of Appeal and Petition for a Stay must also be submitted to each party named in this decision and
1o the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the appropriate Office of the Solicitor (43 CFR 4.413) at the same time the
origmal documents are filed with this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof 1o demonstrate that a
stay should be granted

Standards for Oblaining 2 Stay. Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulations, a

petition for a stay of a decision pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following

standards. (1} the relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied, (2) the likelihood of the appellant’s success
on the ments, (3) the likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and (4) whether the public
interest favors granting the stay

Unless these procedures are fotlowed, your appeal will be subject to dismissal (43 CFR 4.402). Be certain that all communications are
identified by serial number of the case being appealed.

NOTE: A document is not filed unti] it is actually received in the proper office (43 CFR 4.401{a)). See 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart B for general rules
relating to procedures and practice involving appeals

(Continued on page 2)



43 CFR SUBPART 1821-GENERAL INFORMATION

Sec. 1821.10 Where are BLM offices located? (a) In addition to the Headquarters Office in Grand Junction, CO and seven national lev el
support and service centers, BLM operates | 2 State Offices each having several subsidiary offices called Field Oitices. The addresses of the State
Offices can be found in the most recent edition of43 CFR 1821.10. The State Office geographical areas of jurisdiction are as follows:

STATE OFFICES AND AREAS OF JURISDICTION:

Alaska State Office -—-----ex- Alaska

Arizona State Office —--sseeem--- Arizona

Califomia State Oftice --------- California

Colorado State Office -—---—- Colorado

Eastern States Office «seveeam- - Arkansas, lowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri
and, all States east of the Mississippi River

Idaho State Office -----mm-vasess ldaho

Montana State Office -------— Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota

Nevada State Office-----aeneenm- Nevada

New Mexico State Office ------ New Mexico, Kansas, Okiahoma, and Texas

Oregon StateOffice ------------ Oregon and Washington

Utah StateOftice -——--saeeeee- Utah

Wyoming State Oftice --------- Wyoming and Nebraska

(YA listofthenames, addresses. and geographical areasofjurisdiction ofall Field Officesofthe Bureauof Land Managementcan beobtainedat
the aboveaddresses orany office of the Bureau of Land Management, including the Headquarters Ottice, Bureau of Land Management, 760 Horzon
Drve, Grand Junction, CO 81506,

(Form 1842-1, September 2020)



