
Toltec Mesa Resources LLC 
7823 Quintana Dr. NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico| (505)238-4770 | newcomer.b.tmr@gmail.com 

March 8, 2024 

Samantha Rynas      sent via email only 
Reclamation Specialist 
Mining Act Reclamation Program (MARP) 
Mining and Minerals Division – EMNRD 
1220 South St. Francis Dr. 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505  

RE: Reclamation Report, Cebolleta Exploration Project, Permit No. CI018EM, Cibola County, NM 

Dear Sam: 

On behalf of Cibola Resources LLC (Cibola), we are submitting this Reclamation Report for the Cebolleta 
Exploration Project, Permit No. CI018EM. The purpose of this report is to summarize Cibola’s exploration and 
reclamation activities as well as future plans. This is being provided for clarity following your site inspection on 
March 5, 2024 as well as the online meeting with D.J. Ennis and Carmen Rose on February 5, 2024. This is not 
intended to be a termination report.  

Exploration drill holes were completed at 21 of the 22 permitted locations from August through November 2023. 
Access conditions during this timeframe were generally good albeit with some minor delays caused by monsoonal 
moisture. Expected surface disturbance was caused by drilling and support equipment along most overland access 
routes and at individual drilling locations. Disturbance was minimized to the extent practicable and closely matched 
the estimates in the permit application. No exploration activities occurred outside the biological and cultural 
clearance zones.  

The depths of each drill hole varied more than anticipated due to discontinuity of mineralization, the gentle dip of 
the strata, and topography. For future drilling proposals, Cibola will overestimate drilling depths to account for this 
uncertainty. Stratigraphy encountered was mostly comprised of dark gray, marine shales of the Cretaceous Mancos 
Shale, followed by a thin bed of white-gray Cretaceous Dakota Sandstone that unconformably contacted bleached-
white Jurassic Jackpile Sandstone. Mineralized material was moved to offsite storage and unmineralized cuttings 
were managed at the site and incorporated into the surface reclamation. When used, drilling mud was fully contained 
in a closed loop system using a portable recycling tank. No mud pits were utilized. 

At times, down-hole drilling conditions were challenging at both near-surface intervals and in the Jackpile 
Sandstone, which proved to be softer, and less cemented than anticipated. Consequently, a few locations required 
multiple attempts. In these instances, the first attempt was plugged and abandoned per the permit specifications and 
a second attempt was initiated near first. No additional surface disturbance occurred in these instances. All footage 
was plugged and abandoned in accordance with specifications in the permit and the Office of the State Engineer 
(OSE). Monuments were placed at the top of each attempt and closure reports of successful holes were completed 
by the drilling contractor and provided to OSE (see enclosures).  

Following our online meeting with D.J. Ennis and Carmen Rose on February 5, 2024, Cibola resolved to complete 
reclamation of all surface disturbance during the month of February 2024. To ensure successful seed germination, 
Cibola elected to exceed the hand-broadcast requirements of the permit and drill-seeded all disturbed areas, 
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preceded by disking hard-packed areas or where the pre-existing vegetation was too damaged to regrow. After drill-
seeding, all areas were dragged with a chain harrow behind an ATV. Select areas were followed up with hand-
broadcast seeding and hand-raking as needed.  
 
Based on availability from Southwest Seed, Inc. in Dolores, Colorado, the seed mix was slightly altered from the 
original permit. The alteration was approved by Carmen Rose on February 9, 2024 and consisted of the following: 
 
Species    lbs/acre 
Alkali Sacaton Salado  2 
Western Wheatgrass Arriba 16 
Galleta Viva   4 
Blue Grama Hachita  3 
Bottlebrush Squirreltail  5 
Spike Dropseed   2 
Fourwing Saltbush  1 
Winterfat   1 
 
The application rate is approximately double the recommended hand-broadcast rate. However, considering aridity 
and wind conditions, Cibola elected to use this same high application rate with the drill-seeder. Cibola purchased 
5-acres of the seed mix, which was pre-mixed and packaged in 1-acre allotments, enabling an easy calculation for 
application. In total, approximately 3.5 sacks (equal to 3.5 acres) were applied via the drill-seeder and a remaining 
half-sack was applied liberally via hand-broadcast in select areas. A copy of the original Seed Mix Analysis from 
Southwest Seed is provided below:  
 

 
 
Upon completion and inspection of the surface reclamation, Cibola is requesting that the Mining and Minerals 
Division (MMD) make a determination that the surface reclamation is complete. Cibola anticipates needing to 
conduct future exploration activities under Permit No. CI018EM. Those activities include 1) returning to a few of 
the previously approved locations for additional drilling, due to the above-mentioned downhole complications; and 
2) Cibola may want to add new, nearby drilling locations not previously permitted. We understand either activity 
will require MMD approval. In anticipation of this potential future work Cibola desires to keep the full Financial 
Assurance of $125,000 in place with MMD at this time. Also, Cibola anticipates extending this permit with a formal 
request prior to the one-year anniversary.  
 
Also, during your site visit on March 5, we visited locations of Cibola’s pending second minimal impact proposal, 
referred to as the North Cebolleta Exploration Project (NCEP). Based on our online meeting on February 5, we 
understand that MMD will consider NCEP to be a connected action to activities under Permit No. CI018EM. For 
our own needs, Cibola desires to keep these permits and financial assurance separate but understands MMD will 
not allow the combined active disturbance under both permits to exceed 5 acres. Therefore, Cibola is requesting 
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MMD consider disturbance acreage under Permit No. CI018EM to be zero, or nearly so, such that NCEP can 
proceed once approved.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions, would like additional information or discuss any of this. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Toltec Mesa Resources LLC 

 
Bob Newcomer 
Principal 
 
Attachments:  OSE Drill Hole Plug and Abandonment Reports 
    
 
cc:  Mike Thompson, Cibola Resources LLC (via email) 
 David J. Ennis, MMD Program Manager, MARP (via email) 

Kevin Barnes, MMD Reclamation Specialist, MARP (via email) 
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