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A one-act play, complete 'With 
masks, stage directions 

and script. 



Here's a play that's lots o( (un. and that leaches everyone a lesson abom bemg 
care(ul with fire in the (orest . 

Sc(ore you Start. you will need; 

• A stool or chatr (or mokey to Sit on 

• A plastic bucket filled with shredded blue paper ("water") 

• Some sticks and branches (or "firewood" 

• About 10 "rocks" (You can make these out o( paper machC' and paim them so 
they look rea\. They should each be a lillie bigger th:m a large grape(ruit.) 

• 5 ro.1sting sticks (or marshmallows and hot dogs (You Co1n make Ihese OUI o( old 
Co.1t hangers, or use long, thin tree branches that have (allen 0((.1 

• Marshmallows and hOl dogs 

• A large slick (or slirring the fire 

You will also need a large clear area to stage your play. The (rom o( a classroom 
is (me Or. i( u's a nice day, you can have it outside. 

You should make copies o( the play (or everyone. Each o( the characters .. hould 
be played by a dl((erent person. Be sure to memorize your lines very well 

A(ter you've practiced your play several umcs , you may want to invltc othcr classes 
at school or your parents to see it. For the final play, try to dress as shown in the 
cast o( characters. Good luck and have (un! 
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CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Smokey Bear: Smokey should wear blue jeans with a belt. and a brown shin 
or T~shtn. tucked in. and the mask provided Whoever plays 

Deer: 

Raccoon: 

Rabbit: 

Skunk: 

Owl , 

Trees: 

Fire: 

Children: 

Teacher or 
Adult : 

moker should try to ta lk in a deep voice. 

Brown shirt and brown pants, or blue Jeans and the mask 
provided 

Black or while shin with blue jeans and the mask provided. 

Striped or bright colored shirt and bluc jeans and the mask 
provided. 

Black or white shin with black pants , or bluc Jeans and the 
mask provided 

Brown shin and brown pants, or bluc jeans and the mask 
provided 

You will need three people to play the trees. They should wcar 
brown shins and brown pants and the mask provided 

Red shin and red pants and the mask provided 

You will need 3t least (our children, or as many morc as you 
like. They should wear normal play clothes-like you would 
wear to the (orest. 

The adult or teacher should wear wh:1I they would wear to 
the (orest 



WHEN THE PLAY OPENS SMOKEY IS SEATED AT THE FRONT RIGHT 
CORNER OF THE "STAGE" AREA ON THE CHAIR OR STOOL. ALL OTHER 
CHARACTERS ARE OFF TO THE SIDE WHERE THEY CANT BE SEEN 

SMOKEY: Once uron a time. there was II (orest. And in that (orest lived a lot 
of trecs. 

TREES ENTER AND STAND LN THE MIDDLE OF STAGE. THEY SWAY 
BACK AND FORTH A LITTLE LIKE THE WIND I BLOWING THEM 

SMOKEY: There was also II deer 

DEER ENTERS AND PRANCES AROU 0 TREES. THEN SITS DOW 

SMOKEY, A rneeoon 

RACCOON ENTERS AND WAVES TO EVERYONE. THEN SITS DOWN 
BESIDE DEER. 

SMOKEY, An owl. 

OWL COMES IN FLAPPI G ARMS AND SITS DOWN. 

SMOKEY, A skunk 

OTHER CHARACTERS PRETE 0 TO HOLD THEIR NOSES AS SKUNK 
ENTERS AND SITS DOWN 

SMOKEY, And. rnbb" 

RABBIT DOES NOT ENTER. 

SMOKEY, (LOUDER) And a rnbbit. 

RABBIT STILL DOES NOT ENTER. 

SMOKEY, (EVEN LOUDER) And. rabb,,! 

RABBIT COMES HOPPING IN LIKE HE'S LATE AND RU S RIGHT INTO 
OTHER CHARACTER THEN HE SIT DOWN BUT HE RDGETS A LOT 

SMOKEY: They liked to have picnics in the (orcst, Just like you do. I remember 
one day 
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SMOKEY TURNS AND WATCHES PLAY, HE STAYS IN HIS CHAIR, 

DEER: Well . whal do you wnn! to do! 

RACCOONI I don', know Whm do you want to do! 

RABBIT , UUMPING UP AND DANCING AROUND) I know' I know! Let'S 

I bUIld a campfire and roosl marshmnllo\\fS. 

, THE ANIMALS ALL THINK THIS IS A GOOD IDEA SO THEY CHEER AND 
JUMP UP AND DOWN, THEN THEY EACH RUN OFF STAGE AND RETURN 
WITH SOMETHI G AS QUICKLY AS THEY CAN, TREES REMAIN ON 
STAGE, 

, 

KUNK AND RABBIT RETURN CARRYING AREWooD. HOT DOGS, 
MARSHMALLOW . A D ROA TING STICK , 

SKUNK: We've got plenty of wood! 

OWL. DEER AND RACCOON RETURN CARRYING ROCKS AND BUCKET 
OF "WATER" A D STICK FOR STlRRI G ARE 

O\VL: And we've gOt the rocks! 

RABBIT: Rocks! Who needs rocks? They don', burn. 

O\VL: That 's righl . Rabbit. Before we build the fi re we'll put a ring of rocks 
around it so Ihe fire won', gel away 

ANIMALS MAKE RI G OF ROCKS AND THEN PUT AREWooD IN THE 
MIDDLE. 

O \VL: Funhermo re. you should always have a grown-up light the fire . Because 
Smokey's friends don't play \Yuh matches. And we're all friends of Smokey's. RighI ! 

SMOKEY TURNS AND LOOK AT AUDIENCE. THEN BACK AT ANIMALS, 

RABBIT: Oh goody. Here comes a gro wn-up now, 

TEACHER OR ADULT ENTERS WITH ARE CHARACTER AND PLACES 
FIRE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE RING OF ROCKS, FIRE SITS DOWN, 



FlRE: CrOlcklc. Cmckle. 

OWb Thank you , (ADULT'S NAME). 

TEACHER OR ADULT GOES OFF STAGE. 

ANIMALS PUT HOT DOGS AND MARSHMALLOWS ON STICKS AND 
HO LD THEM OVER FIRE. 

DEER: Oh, isn't the fire warm? 

SKUNK: And iI smel ls good, (00. 

RACCOON: It cooks these marshmOlllows just right . 

RA BBIT, I th ;nk I'll have 6 hot dogs. 

OWL: Don't mOl ke 01 pig o( yourself. ROl bbit . 

DEER, (SUDDENLY STANDING UP) Usten! I hem someone com;ng! 

RABBIT, We'd bener h;de! 

OWL: Yes. But firs!. we have to put out the fire. 

RACCOON : I'll drown i( with WOlter. 

RACCOON DUMPS HALF OF BUCKET OF BLUE PAPER ON FIRE. FIRE 
PUTS HANDS OVER HEAD TO PROTECT HIMSELF. 

SKUNK: I'll Slir it with this stick. 

SKUNK STIRS AROUND FIRE. 

RACCOON: And then I'll drown it OlgOlin . 

RACCOON DUMPS REST OF BUCKET OF PAPER ON FIRE. FIRE STARTS 
TO STAND UP. 

RABBIT: Is it out? 

FlRELEAVES STAGE. 

FIRE: Yes, I'm out. 

DEER: Quick! Let'S hide behind these trees. 



ALL ANIMALS RUN BEHIND TREES AND PEEK AROUND TO WATCH. 

CHILDREN COME IN SKIPPING AN D LAUGHING. "FIRE" CHARACTER IS 
WITH THE CHILDREN BUT ISNT WEARING MASK (ITS HIDDEN). 
CHILDREN GET INTO VERY TIGHT HUDDLE NEAR TREES. AND ARE 
PUTS ON MASK SO THE AU DIENCE CANT SEE. 

RACCOON : What arc they doing! 

SKUNK: h smells like they're playing with matches. 

D EER: Oh no! They might stan a fire! 

RABBIT: And they don', have any rocks! 

TREE tt I: Oh. a fire could be real bad news for us. 

TREE ttZ: Right . We can't even run. 

TREE tt3: And it seems like it lOok me (orever to gro w this big. 

OWL: Children shou ld never play with matches. Because if they do ... 

SUDDENLY. A OWL IS SPEAKING. FIRE BURSTS OUT OF HUDDLE 
OF CHILDREN. WITH MASK ON. YELLING. EVERYONE SCREAMS. 
INCLUDI G CHILDREN. 

ARE BEGINS RUNNING AROU D CHILDREN WAV ING HIS ARMS AND 
ROARING. THEN HE RUNS OVER TO TREES. TREES HUG EACH OTHER 
AND SHAKE. FIRE RUNS UP TO AN IMALS. 

FIRE, Boo! 

RABBIT, Yeek! 

CHILDREN ARE HUDDLED TOGETHER WATCHI G WHILE FIRE IS 
SCARING ANIMALS. 

ANIMALS: Smokey! Smokey! Help! 

SMOKEY GOES OVER AND GRABS FIRE BY T HE NECK DRAGS HIM TO 
RING OF ROCKS AND PUTS HIM INSIDE OF IT. FIRE SITS DOWN. 

SMOKEY: You gel back in there'where you belong. 



THE AN IMALS All CHEER AND HUG SMOKEY. CHILDREN ARE 
STANDING OFF TO THE SIDE LOOKING ASHAMED 

FIRE : I'd like to say that aJllhis wasn't my fauh . 

SMOKEY: You're righl. Fire can be a very good thing. 

MOKEY PATS FIRE ON BACK. 

SMOKEY: But if we aren't careful . we can turn it inlo a bad thing. 

CHlLDRE : We're sorry. 

ANIMALS WALK OVER AND TAKE CHILDRE BY THE HAND AND 
RETURN TO FIRE. EVERYONE SITS DOWN AROUND FIRE. EXCEPT FOR 
SMOKEY. WHO STANDS OFF TO SIDE. 

ANIMALS BEGIN TO SING TO TUNE OF "ON TOP OF OLD SMOKEY:' 
CHILDREN LISTEN. TH EN CHILDREN SING SECOND VERSE. 

ANIMALS: A true friend of Smokey's 
Leaves m'Hchcs alone . 
Yo u won', bum your fingers. 
Or bum up your home. 

CHILDREN : We won', play with matches. 
Of fire wc'll beware; 
And we will be good friends. 
Of Smokey the Bear. 

AN IMALS AND CHILDREN SING LAST VERSE TOGETHER. EXCEPT FOR 
LAST LINE. WHICH FIRE SINGS ALONE, 

ANIMALS & Come on, everybody. 
CHlLDREN: Won', you heat our pica? 

When you 're in the forest , 

FiRE: Be careful with me 

SMOKEY WAVES GOODBYE AND WALKS OFF STAGE. 

THE END 
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